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Worcester is an extremely diverse city, and with that comes unique perspectives. We are fortunate to have a wide breadth of ven-
ues, artists, and musicians in our midst. The creativity and culture of the community is ready to shine even brighter as the weather 
warms up, with something for everyone. 

The city has always had a collaborative spirit behind its art and performance scenes. Creative minds consistently come together and 
have truly enabled the ability to showcase the talents of those who live here. Though the last couple of years have somewhat stifled 
our ability to collectively enjoy these things due to COVID, this year looks optimistic and full of promise.
Executive Director at the Worcester Cultural Coalition Erin Williams is looking forward to seeing the community support local 
artists this spring. “We’re seeing as a city that the arts and cultural sector is prime to bring people together in a safe manner,” she 
said. “Our festivals are reemerging, more concerts, events, and workshops are taking place again in person.” 

Visual Arts
The creators weren’t sleeping during the pandemic, they were doing what they do best – cre-

ating. Many artists were able to focus more on their expression and channel their emotions 
into beautiful works of art, and they even have support from City Hall. 

“We are fortunate that Mayor Petty and City Manager Augustus are behind the ARPA 
funding for the creative sector,” Williams states. The City has set aside $4.5 million 

in funding for creatives in the arts and culture industry. Recently, The Worcester 
Cultural Coalition received a grant from the Barr Foundation of over $500,000 
to support the arts, especially those from communities who have been histori-
cally underrepresented. 

Much of the funds from this once in a lifetime experience will go towards one 
day events and residencies at the Jean McDonough Arts Center (JMAC) on 
Franklin Street, where the Worcester PopUp and BrickBox Theater reside. 
These funds will assist artists with rental fee coverage, professional develop-
ment,  and stipends for the spring and fall terms, as well as three month long 

summer residency opportunities. 

BrickBox Managing Director Olivia D’Ambrosio Scanlon is looking forward to 
the variety of events this spring. “I think we’re due for a hugely exciting spell of 

activity, joy, and performance, and I think the JMAC is going to be at the center of 
a great deal of it,” Scanlon says. 

"With our work around equity and inclusion, the primary focus of the JMAC 
is to give voice to all artists and creatives who have been marginalized"
-Erin Williams,  Worcester Cultural Coalition

"We are poised to be a part of this wonderful reemergence" 
-Olivia D'Ambrosio Scanlon, JMAC 
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Hank VonHellion, Managing Director of the PopUp, describes it as a 
gallery creative space. “We really value diversity and we want organi-
zations that don’t feel welcome anywhere else, whether it’s because 
they don’t think they have enough money or connections or they think 
they’re too young, those are the people we want to reach out and sup-
port,” VonHellion explains. 

The PopUp will be hosting the opening reception for Bayda Asbridge 
in May. Asbridge is a local artist who recently won the Mass Cultural 
Traditional Arts Awards in Arabic Calligraphy. Her exhibit explores the 
meaning of words and cultures between the Mid-East and West.

Through ArtsWorcester, there are several local exhibits that can be enjoyed this spring. Now on exhibit at the Franklin Square Salon 
at Hanover Theatre is Tracy Spadafora’s exhibition, Left Behind. This series takes inspiration from decay and corrosion and turns 
it into art that explores a take on transformation and history.  

At the Worcester Art Museum, visitors can view an installation 
by featured Worcester CMAI artist Cesar Rodrigues. Cesar uses 
a custom-built device with Bluetooth technology to create his 
abstract visions on canvas, since due to Spinal Muscular Atro-
phy he is unable to hold a paintbrush. The result is a bright and 
beautiful display of textures and movement in his work.
Also at the museum through June, is a collaborative art exhibit, 
Us Them We, featuring works by Byron Kim, Maria Magdelena 
Campos-Pons, and Lorna Simpson. The exhibit addresses dif-
ferent perspectives on identity and social status using art.

Music and Theater
One of the most beautiful buildings in Worcester, Mechanics 
Hall is an art piece of its own. Beginning in April, the hall will 
host concerts by the New England Symphony Orchestra, French 
musicians Gautier Capucon and Jean-Yves Thibaudet, and Grammy Award winning singer song-
writer Dee Dee Bridgewater. Mechanics Hall and WICN’s Brown Bag Concert series will start 
back up in the spring as well, these free concerts have been a favorite since starting in 
1983. 

Hanover Theatre opens their spring season with performances by Straight No 
Chaser and Blue Man Group. Broadway aficionados can subscribe to the Hanover’s 
“Broadway Series Package” to enjoy shows like Anastasia and CATS.

“It's exciting to see things open up again and have people feel more 
comfortable about buying tickets and seeing a show”

-Troy Siebels, Hanover Theatre

Worcester Chamber Music Society Marketing Director Alison Doherty de-
scribes chamber music as an intimate experience. “You’re very close, you’re part 
of it,” she says. The WCMS has made the BrickBox Theater their home for the 
2021 - 2022 concert season, which includes Looking East in late April and If I For-
get beginning May 11th. The cozy venue is the perfect spot to enjoy their critically 
acclaimed, affordable performances.
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"We're going forward for full spring and summer 
concert season, and from what we can tell, others 
are planning the same thing"

- Alison Doherty, Worcester Chamber Music Society

Doherty believes the cultural scene “is on the upswing, things 
are definitely happening. It seems like everyone is eager to 
get back to live performances, everyone’s been super careful 
about making sure that can happen within the parameters of 
safety.” 

Festivals 
The 20th annual Southeast Asian Festival will take place at 
Worcester State University on June 26th, and showcase 15 
countries with cultural performances, art, and food. “This is 
a way for the Asian community to give back to Worcester for 
opening their life, heart, and homes,” Ahn Vu Sawyer, Ex-
ecutive Director of the Southeast Asian Coalition says. The 
festival draws roughly 3,000, and Sawyer expects this year to 
be a wonderful celebration. 

Sign up for the Discover Central Mass newsletter to stay tuned 
on Tercentennial events for June and celebrate Worcester’s 
300 anniversary. 

A common theme across institutions and organizations is the 
silver lining of remote access to art and culture throughout Covid. “One of the benefits that we came away with from Covid is to not 
let go of the virtual opportunity for people. We’ve seen audiences grow by leaps and bounds,” Williams tells me. 

Executive Director at the Worcester Public Library Jason Homer found that the community became more active in the Library’s 
cultural programs during the pandemic. “People are looking for information and experiential learning in different ways,” Homer 
says. The WPL offers a balance of virtual and in person opportunities that range from a remote poetry workshop with Susan Roney-
O’Brien, to an introduction to the design software Inkscape that teaches artists how to create their own stickers. 

Homer adds, “The WPL is deeply entrenched into the cultural identity of the community and this community breathes art. It’s ev-
erywhere, even on the front of our building.” 

As easing restrictions and a drop in Covid cases continues, the cultural scene is heating up. The cultural scene in and around 
Worcester is welcoming and inclusive, with a wide range of events and spaces for us to enjoy. It’s been a long two years, so check out 
an old favorite, like the Worcester Art Museum and try something new like the BrickBox. We all deserve art, music, and culture in 
our lives. 

"When we're thinking about the future, we think about 
how artists, writers, and performers will preserve these moments for us"
-Jason Homer, Worcester Public Library
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